The London Centre for Nanotechnology (LCN) was formed in response to the emergence of nanotechnology as a significant area of scientific progress in the early years of the new millennium, a development that coincided with the recapitalization of university science programs in the UK through the Scientific Research Investment Fund (SRIF) and recognition within UCL that nanoscience efforts in disparate faculties and departments needed to be consolidated in order to achieve critical mass. In 2002 UCL and Imperial College evaluated their capabilities in nanoscience and considered what they could achieve by joining forces. Construction of a purpose-built £14 million facility began in Bloomsbury the following year and the LCN building was officially opened in November 2006 (Figure 1) . Housing a state-of-the-art clean room and more than £7 million of equipment, it provides a complete range of interdisciplinary tools for both bio-and non-bio-nanotechnology. There has also been a considerable additional investment in South Kensington -most notably, a £2.4 million grant from the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC), which enabled the procurement of a Titan scanning transmission-electron microscope -the first of its kind in the UK and one of only a few in the world.
The LCN has grown rapidly and now has a turnover in excess of £10 million. Operating funds derive from a range of private and public sector sources, including the UK research councils, the EU, private companies, such as STS/Sumitomo, and charities, such as the Gatsby and Wolfson Foundations. Despite these varied funding streams, the UK government remains the most significant source of income and the LCN has been successful at winning large numbers of grants and contracts, with values ranging from several thousand to several million pounds. This funding supports the research of close to 100 academic staff associated with the LCN on both of its sites.
Research areas
The vision for the LCN is for it to become Europe's premier research center for applied nanotechnology in the areas of healthcare, information technology and environmental engineering, focusing on
Institutional Profile
The London Centre for Nanotechnology Located in the London neighborhoods of Bloomsbury and South Kensington, the London Centre for Nanotechnology is a UK-based multidisciplinary research center that operates at the forefront of science and technology. It is a joint venture between two of the world's leading institutions, UCL and Imperial College London, uniting their strong capabilities in the disciplines that underpin nanotechnology: engineering, the physical sciences and biomedicine. The London Centre for Nanotechnology has a unique operating model that accesses and focuses the combined skills of the Departments of Chemistry, Physics, Materials, Medicine, Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Biochemical Engineering and Earth Sciences across the two universities. It aims to provide the nanoscience and nanotechnology required to solve major problems in healthcare, information processing, energy and the environment. future science group
David

Institutional ProfileInformation technology
The computing and communications needs of a growing, increasingly industrialized society become ever more complex. Current technology is being stretched to capacity and a variety of innovative solutions are being investigated by LCN staff, applying nanotechnology-driven paradigms such as quantum computing and spintronics.
Business strategy
The LCN has an internal structure specifically designed to facilitate industrial collaboration. A dedicated Business Development Manager is employed to raise funds for the Centre and identify opportunities for commercially viable programs that can benefit the general public. The LCN's business strategy exploits a portfolio of intellectual property clustered around the three main research themes. Through a spin-off company called Bio Nano Consulting, the LCN's experts provide Open access to instrumentation, enabling ana lysis, characterization and fabrication on micro-and nanoscales.
Expertise & facilities
The LCN delivers by exploiting its skills, expertise and equipment in: 
Summary
Bringing together world-class research, high-quality infrastructure and commercial best practices, the LCN ranks amongst the leading nanotechnology facilities in the world (Figure 4) . Moreover, it is the only nanotechnology center located in the heart of a metropolis, providing superb access to corporate, investment and industrial partners and facilitating interactions with London's extensive biomedical community and international partners. The LCN is at the forefront of training in nanotechnology and has a strong media presence aimed at educating the public and bringing transparency to this emerging science. 
